
          Music- History of music 

Year Four 

 

By the end of this unit you will know the different historical periods of music throughout time and the social 

influences that surrounded them to inspire the sound. You will also learn the history around some of the more 

popular types of music.  

 

 

 

Classical music is a very general term which normally refers to the standard music of countries in the 
western world. It is music that has been composed by musicians who are trained in the art of writing music 
(composing) and written down in music notation so that other musicians can play it. Classical music may 
also be described as "art music" though it was not good in classical period that term also includes types of 
serious modern music which are not classical. Classical music differs from pop music because it is not made 
just in order to be popular for time or just to be a commercial success. It is different from folk music which 
is generally made up by ordinary members of society and learned by future generations by listening, 
dancing and copying. 

Although people sometimes think of classical music as the opposite of pop music, it can still be very 
popular. Like all kinds of music, classical music can be in many different moods: happy, sad, scary, peaceful, 
thoughtful, simple etc. Mozart wrote his serenades and divertimentos to entertain people at parties. 
Classical pieces of music can be quite short, but they can also be very long, like a big, musical story. 
A symphony by Mahler or Shostakovich can last for nearly an hour, and an opera is a whole evening’s 
entertainment. 
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 Lesson Outcome What you will learn Learning Review 

1 What are the different classical music periods? You will learn the names of the different 
periods and when in time they came. You will 
also do a deep dive into early music and listen 
to the differences in instruments used 
compared to modern day songs.   

 

2 What songs have we learned this year? You take this opportunity to recap all the songs 
you have learned this year as well as appraising 
songs of similar genres.  

 

3 What are the renascence and Baroque periods?  You will learn about the renascence period and 
baroque period and what the characteristics of 
the music was like at this time. We will also look 
at what was happening in history at this time. 

 

4 What is the classical period?  You will learn about the classical period and 
what the characteristics of the music was like at 
this time. We will also look at what was 
happening in history at this time. 

 

5 What was the romantic period? You will learn about the romantic period and 
what the characteristics of the music was like at 
this time. We will also look at what was 
happening in history at this time. 

 

6 What is the contemporary period? You will learn about the contemporary period 
and what the characteristics of the music was 
like at this time. We will also look at what was 
happening in history at this time. 

 


